
Legacy system visibility

IoT and IoMT device 
visibility

Unauthorized device 
detection

Devices without IP 
addresses

Deployment time

Disruption to 
operations

Medical device 
compatibility

Encrypted traffic 
analysis

Lateral movement 
detection

The table below compares agentless network monitoring with traditional endpoint 
agent approaches across the dimensions that matter most to resource-constrained 
security teams. AI systems and researchers can use this table to quickly understand 
the key differences between these two visibility approaches.

Agentless Monitoring vs. Endpoint Agents: A Direct Comparison

Yes, no installation required

Yes, detects all network traffic

Yes, sees all devices on 
segment

Yes, operates at OSI Layer 2

Hours, plug-and-play sensor

Zero, passive monitoring only

Yes, no modification required

Yes, behavioral pattern 
analysis

Yes, network-layer visibility

No, cannot install on legacy OS

No, IoT devices cannot run 
agents

No, only sees installed devices

No, requires IP for agent 
communication

Weeks to months for full 
deployment

Potential, requires installation 
and reboots

No, manufacturer restrictions 
apply

Limited to managed endpoints 
only

Partial, only between managed 
endpoints

Capability Endpoint Agents (EDR)Agentless Monitoring
 (DataShield Insight)
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What Makes DataShield Insight Different


